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Advice for 14 - 18 year olds

Have you  Have you  
thought about  thought about  
teaching?teaching?



“What do you
do for a living?”

“I change“I change
lives!”lives!”

Are you considering a 
career in teaching?

// We’re here to help.// We’re here to help.

Teachers don’t just have 
an influence on the child 
they teach, but also the 
adult they become.

There aren’t many jobs where you go home each day knowing you 
have made a real difference to a child’s life. Teachers are encouraged 
to think of creative ways to engage their students and you’ll be able 
to use your experience to help bring your lessons to life.

Teachers have the opportunity to be part of something really special: 
being part of a team, opportunities for life-long career development 
and opportunities to be part of wider opportunities of school life, 
such as visits and new experiences.

Why teach? //
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If you would like to know more, please email:    itt@northantstshub.org
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Top Ten //
Why become a teacher?

No two days are the same

If you’re the type of person who loves every day to be different, teaching may be just right for you. 
Teaching is a job with built-in variety, as you work through new units, teach new topics, and work  
with new children each year.

You’ll get to learn as well as teach

One of the main reasons for wanting to teach is devotion to lifelong learning. Teachers not only get  
to share their existing knowledge, but they get to dig deeply into topics and the latest research to  
learn continually along the way. There are plenty of ways to develop your own learning through 
professional development.

Make a difference with visible results

If you ask teachers why they chose this career they will speak of the ability to make a real difference to 
student’s lives. Unlike other professions, you can tailor learning to your students and see the lightbulb 
moments when that learning clicks. You can plan and teach lessons which will shape the  
next generation.

Work all over the world

Teaching is a highly transferable skill. If you train to become a qualified teacher, you’ll be able to  
work pretty much anywhere in the world. Whether it’s teaching English or a specialist subject, you 
can work and explore at the same time. International schools are growing in number all over the world 
and many are looking favourably upon teachers who have trained and qualified in England. To teach in 
England and Wales, you will need Qualified Teacher Status (QTS). QTS is recognised by British schools 
overseas, but is not always internationally recognised and a Postgraduate Certificate in Education 
(PGCE) may be needed.

You’ll have job security

While other jobs can be easily automated and replaced by technology, at the heart of teaching is human 
interaction. Teaching can therefore offer job security and a longer term option for career progression.

Teaching is a highly social job

Another bonus for many is the chance to work in a sociable atmosphere. You’ll work as part of a team 
with your colleagues, while interacting with students each day. Teachers also have the opportunity to 
become an integral part of the community, getting to know parents and community members. 

Responsibility and autonomy

As a teacher you will be responsible for a range of aspects such as planning, teaching, bringing about 
effective learning, assessing and managing behaviour in your own classroom or department. In the 
context of the school in which you are based, you will be able to make decisions regarding what’s best 
for your students in order to bring about life long learning. You will have the opportunity to inject your 
own personality into your job along the way.

Holidays

Whilst this may not be the number one reason to become a teacher, regular, paid holidays, including  
the summer break, are another great perk that differs from other professions.

Competitive starting salary

If you have qualified teacher status (QTS), you’ll get a minimum starting salary of £31,650* (or higher in 
London) as a primary or secondary school teacher in England. Your salary will be reviewed every year, 
with most teachers moving up the pay range annually. There are lots of opportunities for progression 
within teaching – you could earn over £43,000* in 5 years. 
(*Salary correct at the time of print)

You’ll have more than just a job

At the end of the day, teaching offers far more than just a pay cheque. You’ll have a satisfying career, 
knowing that you’ve made a difference in many lives. Through interacting with students and community 
members from a range of different backgrounds, you’ll gain greater understanding of your own society 
and flex your creative skills. So why teach? For the personal growth.
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Where can I teach? //

As a teacher you can teach in the following settings:

	 early years (children up to the age of 5)

	 primary (ages 5 to 11)

	 secondary (ages 11 to 18)

	 further education (for example, teaching at further education 
colleges or Sixth Form colleges)

How can I get into
teaching after GCSEs? //

Teacher

Initial Teaching Training (ITT) with Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)
Most ITT courses offer a PGCE qualification, which is internationally recognised.

GCSE
While there are different routes you can take to be a teacher, there are a few essential things you need:

   A minimum GCSE Grade 4 or above in English and maths or equivalent  
(plus science in you are wanting to teach Primary)

   A degree or equivalent qualification

A Level

A Levels which are  
two years of study

Degree

Complete a degree 
course.

QTS

It is possible to 
get QTS as part of 
an undergraduate 

degree, for example:
• Bachelor of Arts 

(BA) with QTS
• Bachelor of 

Education (BEd) 
with QTS

• Bachelor of 
Science (BSc)  

with QTS

Higher Apprenticeship

Higher apprenticeships  
4 to 5 are Foundation 

degree level.

Degree Apprenticeship

Degree apprenticeships 
(Levels 6 and 7). There 
is a Level 6 teaching 

apprenticeship 
programme.

Postgraduate Teaching 
Apprenticeship

Level 4/5 Qualifications

Complete a L4/5 course and top up to a degree -  
L4/5 includes Certificate of HE, Diploma of HE,  

Higher Technical Qualification (HTQ), HNC,  
HND and Foundation degrees.

Top up to a degree (Level 6) in a year  
of full-time study.

T Level

T Levels are nationally 
recognised, technical 

qualifications for  
16-19 year olds.

Designed by leading  
employers, one T Level 
is equivalent to three  

A Levels.

Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships  
combine practical 

training in a job  
with study.

Intermediate is  
Level 2, Advanced  

is Level 3.

Vocational 
/ Technical 

Qualifications

These include BTEC, 
Applied General 

Qualifications (AGQ) 
and Vocational Technical 

Qualifications (VTQ) -  
all at Level 3.



Undergraduate and postgraduate teacher training course fees are around £9,250 per year 
(this may rise). You can apply for tuition fee and maintenance loans, even if you already 
have a student loan.

If you’re interested in teaching certain subjects, you might be able to get up to £30k  
tax-free to support you while you’re training. This money does not have to be paid back. 

Full details of the cost to train to teach and funding available can be accessed here.

Yes! Experiencing life in a school can help you decide if teaching is right for you 
and who you want to teach. This is a good way to give you a taste of what the 
classroom is really like. You can visit schools to get unpaid experience in the 
classroom before you start your initial teacher training (ITT). Follow this link to 
find a school in your area who will be able to offer you school experience. 

Contact us at Northamptonshire Teaching School Hub if you want to arrange 
an experience day!    itt@northantstshub.org

classroom experience to help
I would like to get some

for me. Is this possible? //

How much does it cost

me decide whether teaching is

to train to be a teacher? //
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How can I find
out more? //

Teaching is a deeply rewarding 
career and training locally 
will help you join the vibrant 
educational community in 
Northamptonshire. 

To find out more about a 
career in teaching, visit the 
Northamptonshire Teaching 
School Hub website by  
clicking here or scan the  
QR code below. 
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FIND OUT 
MORE //

If you would like to know  
more, please email:  

  itt@northantstshub.org


